SALEM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
A DYNAMIC COMMUNITY COMMITTED to JESUS & GLORIFYING GOD!

November-December 2022
Events to Note
SUNDAY WORSHIP
Live Service
OR
FB STREAMING
9:30 AM
~~~~~~~~~

UMW MTG

Tues Nov 8 & Dec 13 @7Pm

~~~~~~~
Samaritan &School
Snacks
Collection

Sun Nov 20 & Dec 18
~~~~~~~~

Finance Committee
Mtg
Mon Nov 7 @ 6:30
~~~~~~~~

Trustees Meeting
Nov 2 & Dec 7
~~~~~~~~

Church Council Mtg
Mon Dec 21
6:30 PM
~~~~~~~~

Heritage Sunday

Sun Nov 6
w/Brunch after SVC
~~~~~~~
Charge Conference
@ Shiloh
Nov 15 @ 6:30
```````
Christmas Eve Svc
@ Salem
Watch for more details

Salem Opportunity
Shop

Watch for ReOpening Date
~~~~~

In the United Methodist Church lately, there is growing campaign called #BeUMC. The intent
is to reassure United Methodists that the church has not lost its theological identity and is continuing on in the ‘faith entrusted once for all delivered to the saints.’ The phrase in quotes is referenced in Jude 1:3 “Dear friends, I had been eagerly planning to write to you about the salvation
we all share. But now I find that I must write about something else, urging you to defend the faith
that God has entrusted once for all time to his holy people.” In this passage, Jude, the halfbrother of Jesus demands for the church defend or guard the faith. So, what do we defend or
guard? I will address two things in this article.
The first thing is to defend the Bible and to place is squarely as the primary authority of Christian belief. This is not making an idol out the Bible, it is realizing the place the Bible has in the life
of the faith. On Sunday, October 16th I preached that the Apostle Paul writes the Bible is inspired.
The word inspired in the world means to be a positive motivator or an example to follow. Like,
“you inspired me to pursue a new career (or a new direction in life)!” Inspired in the Bible is the
Greek word, theopneustos. It’s a word that appears nowhere else in Bible and it clarifies how
Paul describes God’s word. Theo means ‘God’ and pneustos comes from the Greek word, pneuma (spirit). It’s where we get word pneumonia from or the word pneumatic if you work with air
tools. The words pneustos and pneuma mean Breath and Spirit, respectively. Thus, what Paul is
saying that all scripture is God-breathed.
The second thing aspect of faith that the church must defend is Jesus Christ. It took the
church over three-hundred years to finally arrive at who Jesus is and we must not alter our understanding of Jesus! In the year 325 and later in the year 381, the church clearly defined who Jesus
is. The Nicene Creed reads:
“We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.”

This is the Nicene Creed, which was started in Nicea (325) and finalized in Constantinople
(381). In the United Methodist Church for over 20 years, a petition has been presented to make
this Creed one of our Theological Standards for the Church and every four years it has been voted down! Just imagine that – a creed that over 100 bishops agreed to in the 3rd Century is denied
lately as the foundation of the church. To make matters worse, in 2002, one of the United Methodist Bishop wrote a book and gave lectures about Jesus. In his speech he said,

“The myth of the virgin birth was not intended as historical fact but was employed by Matthew
and Luke in different ways to appoint poetically the truth about Jesus as experienced in the
emerging church…The theological myth of the virgin birth points to this wondrous mystery and
ultimate truth. To treat this myth as a historic fact is to do an injustice to its intended purpose and
to run the risk of idolatry itself (namely, treating a means to an end as an end in and of itself).
Thus, if the virgin birth did not occur in a historical sense, if Jesus was born to human parents as
I affirm he was, and if Jesus did not possess trans-human, supernatural powers (as I do not believe he did) what sense can we make of the miraculous stories about him in the gospel accounts.”

Did you catch that? The virgin birth of Jesus is a myth; Jesus was born to human parents; and
Jesus did possess supernatural powers! WOW! This bishop was then challenged by two other bishops, but ultimately nothing ever happened to him and
his position of leadership. Later this same bishop who denied the virgin birth,
and the supernatural powers of Jesus, celebrated the actions of another bishop who defied the United Methodist book of Discipline and married a gay couple in Alabama.
Here's my MAIN POINT: the debate we are having in the church today
and the reason why churches are leaving isn’t just about human sexuality,
more importantly, it’s about the church rising up to “defend the faith that God
has entrusted once for all time to his holy people.” In the liturgy of consecration for a new bishop
in the UMC, the liturgy reads: “A bishop is called to guard
the faith, to seek the unity, and to exercise the discipline of the whole Church” —— In Jesus’
Love, Rev. Dr. Joseph Barth, Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS NEWS/COMMITTEE UPDATES
LEARNING IN FAITH TOGETHER

From the L.I.F.T. Class:
It’s easy to move straight from your “Trickor-Treat” event to preparing for the Christmas
season. But let’s not forget about Thanksgiving & how much God can use this time of year
to set our hearts toward a position of gratefulness.
Our lives have certainly changed over the
past 2 or 3 years, so a big Thanksgiving gathering might not be possible. But there are
many ways to mark this special time with
sincere gratitude. “Giving thanks can easily be
expressed in more ways then just passing the
pumpkin pie.” Whether you go big or go small,
don’t skip over Thanksgiving. It’s a time to be
grateful & a time to count our blessings.
“Thank you, Lord, for the blessings you have bestowed on my life. You have provided me with more
than I could ever have imagined. You have surrounded me with people who always look out for me. You
have given me family and friends who bless me every
day with kind words and actions.”

UMW NEWS:

The United Methodist Women were very busy in October.
Salem’s Opportunity Shop was re-opened on Sat, Oct. 1st
and Sun Oct. 2nd for a special holiday sale. Thank you to the
congregation for donating seasonal items that were available
for purchase. The proceeds from this fundraiser will enable
us to give to missions in our church, our community, and the
world.
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, Nov 8th at 7:00 in the
lounge. At this meeting we will have devotions about “The
World Thank You Offering.” We will also take up a collection
to be used in the total program of Mission carried on through
the National United Methodist Women organization in the
United States and around the world.
In December, our meeting will be on Tues, the 13th at 7.
We will have a brief meeting followed by our Christmas party.
Don’t forget to bring paper products to be donated to the
Samaritan Shelter. All ladies are invited to join us for an
evening of fun, food & fellowship.—Diane

JAM TIME & CHILDREN’S CHURCH

As always I am in need of JAM volunteers … this is the perfect time to
share a favorite holiday memory or a Bible story...the joy of giving begins
with our kids…
Salem’s Christmas Cantata is during our Worship service on Sun, Dec 4
and I’m hoping to have our available/interested Salem children do a
sing-along for one of the choir’s songs. We will probably practice during
Children’s Church time on our November Sundays. Please let me know if
your child would like to participate.
We are also planning something with the children in their nativity costumes. We would love to hear any ideas you might have for this project.
Thanks– Norma & Jennifer

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CLASS

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS:
Now through Nov 28th Thomas Gardens is
offering us a discount on poinsettias. The
price will be $10 if ordered before Nov 28th.
Please place your
order soon so we
can take advantage
of the discount. Order sheets will be
available in the next
couple of weeks.

The Christian Fellowship Class continues using “THE
WORD FOR YOU TODAY” for our lessons. In the coming
weeks we will be studying the following topics: ‘Coping with
Crisis”, “Caring Means Getting Involved”, “Keep Your
Spiritual Priorities in Place”, “Look for the Hand of God
in All Things”, “You Can Get Back What You Have Lost”
and “Pray for Discernment”. While the topic is cultural the
study includes Biblical sources.
As the holidays approach we will participate in projects
serving some of the less fortunate in our community.
We are a small group with no age boundaries & open to
all. All are invited to join us in the Church lounge on any
Sunday following the worship service — Coleen

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THIS?
Project Linus Quilt Parade
I hope you all enjoyed seeing the quilts in our sanctuary during
the last 2 weeks. The Shore Birds Quilt Guild held their meeting
this month among the quilts. Most of the Guild members support
Project Linus. In fact, they are the makers of most of the quilts in
this display. We did a group photo because the ladies looked so
nice with the colorful quilts.
As you know, I raise money each year when you donate to
Project Linus by choosing your favorite blankets. As it turns out, the
quilters voted and their vote was totally different than the congregation! I listened to some of the smallest art critics in our church family and their criteria for their favorite was also different. I heard children saying they loved the pink quilts, the quilts with the most ice
cream and the quilt with a Minions birthday party!
You, the church family, donated over $400 and the UMW also
donated a sizable amount. Thank you for your continuing support!
The “Quilter’s Choice” was a tie between 2 lovely watermelon
theme quilts. Both of these were on the railing in front of the
choir. “People’s Choice “, the congregation’s favorite was the Ice
Cream Pinwheel quilt – with fun 3D pinwheels in between blocks
with ice cream cones. Thanks again for your continued support of
this important Mission.—Donna

History Corner

Heritage Sunday Is Nov 6th

Have you ever stopped to think
what life was like for the early traveling
Pastors? Tune in to the History
Presentation on Sunday, November 6
as part of the Heritage Sunday service
for this story and
MORE!!
AND, if you
would like
to have a
true memento of Salem’s history, be sure to be
at the in-person service that day.
AND plan to stay for the Brunch following the worship service. See you
there. — Coleen, Historian

BE WHO YOU ARE……..
“SERVE TOGETHER” UPDATE
Two new Missions have been added to Salem’s “Serve’
committees. The first project is to bring joy to our friends at Peak
at Hartley Hall. The residents love to play Bingo & the game
winners receive ’Peak” dollars to buy items from the ’Peak”
store. Unfortunately, the ’store’ is very low on supplies. I am
hoping that our Salem Church family can help re-stock the
‘store’ which will bring a little fun & joy to the patients. Please
bring items to Salem & leave them upstairs in the LIFT SS room
& label them “Project Peak”. I will make sure they are delivered
to the Peak ’store”.Here is a list of suggested items:
-Socks

Women’s sweaters (Med-Large-XL-2XL)

-Soap

Men’s sweaters (LG-XL, 2XL

-Shampoo

Sweat Pants (Men & Woman)

- Lotion

Cards– Puzzle Books– Sm Pkg Snacks

- Lip Bomb

Candy Bars

I will be glad to shop for you if needed… Please contact me
at 443-783-3630 if you have any questions.
Winter Lunches have been replaced with a new Mission.
After many years, the lunches were no longer attracting the
people in need. Certainly COVID-19 played a big part in that.
The 2nd new project is called “Caring takes Time”. Our
Mission is to reach out to people who can no longer attend
church. We have about 25 people that need someone to reconnect them with Salem even if they can no longer attend our
Worship Service for physical reasons. I am looking for 25 people
to become a personal connection for each homebound person.
The Team would meet once a month to get a little gift to take to
’their’ person.
The visit is what is important… even just 15 to 30 minutes could
make a difference in someone’s day. There is a list at Salem to
sign up for this Mission project. Please sign up for a person who
you would feel comfortable with. I pray this Mission will be a
positive out-reach to all involved. God Bless — Sid
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GOT NEWS?? Contact Christy Frostrom by email at cfsubaru@aol.com with details.

Salem Opportunity Shop
CLOSED FOR REPAIRS

WATCH FOR OUR ‘GRAND RE-OPENING”

THANKSGIVING
Thank you, Father, for Your magnificence in nature.
Thank You, Father, for the inner promptings of Your Spirit.
Thank You, Father, for fresh truth to live by.
Thank You, Father, for people whose lives illustrate Your word.
Thank You, Father, for this church to which I belong,
For those who help me,
Intercede for me,
Support me,
Love me,
Inspire me,
Lord, I cannot live as a Christian without them, for I need that part of
Yourself that you have placed within them.
And they cannot live without me, because they need the gifts that You have
deposited in me.
Lord, free us of the selfishness, the self-centeredness, the ego-trips, the
independence of spirit that keeps us from binding ourselves into one.
Lord, help us to think first of those things which will benefit others before
we begin listing our own needs.
Give us grace to live in such a way that we draw attention to You, Amen.
- Bryan Jeffery Leech

Thank You For Your Service!

